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Brad Smith

President, International & Franchising

Brad Smith was named President, International & Franchising
in May 2024. In this role, Brad is responsible for international
operations and franchise strategy, development and execution.

Darden owns and operates more than 2,100 Olive Garden,
LongHorn Steakhouse, Yard House, Ruth’s Chris Steak House,
Cheddar’s Scratch Kitchen, The Capital Grille, Chuy’s, Seasons
52, Eddie V’s and Bahama Breeze restaurants in North
America.

Brad is a seasoned restaurant executive with nearly 40 years of
experience leading diverse restaurant segments in domestic
and international companies. He began his career as a
Manager with Red Lobster in San Antonio, Texas transferring to
Olive Garden shortly thereafter. After that, he held various positions of increasing responsibility
for Johnny Carino’s Country ltalian restaurants, including Regional Operations Manager and
International Director of Operations. In 2002, he joined Tony Roma’s as Senior Director of
Operations. Over the next 14 years, he served as Vice President of Franchise Operations,
Senior Vice President of Franchise Operations and Training, and ultimately Chief Operating
Officer.

In 2017, Brad joined Darden as Vice President of International Development before progressing
to his previous role as Senior Vice President of Global Franchising where he was responsible
for all nontraditional Darden restaurants including US airport locations and all international
franchising.

Brad earned a bachelor’s degree in Restaurant, Hotel and Institutional Management from Texas
Tech University.

Olive Garden = LongHorn Steakhouse = Yard House = Ruth’s Chris Steak House =
Cheddar’s Scratch Kitchen = The Capital Grille m Chuy’s m Seasons 52 = Eddie V’'s » Bahama Breeze



